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EDUCATION  
Ph.D., Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1997.  
M.A., Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1991. 
B.A., Political Science, The Colorado College, 1984. 

UNIVERSITY APPOINTMENTS 
Professor, Department of Politics, Humboldt State University (now Cal Poly Humboldt), 2008 – present.  

Affiliate Faculty Member: Environment & Community; Environmental Studies. 
Chair, Department of Politics, 2006 – 2011; 2016 – 2020.  

Associate Professor, Humboldt State University, 2003 – 2008.  
Founding Coordinator, Graduate Program in Environment and Community, 2000 – 2004. 

Assistant Professor, Humboldt State University, 1998 – 2003. 
Visiting Lecturer, Politics, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, AY 1997.   
Visiting Lecturer, Political Science, Northwestern University, Fall 1995.  
Lecturer and Teaching Assistant, Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1991-1994. 

JOURNAL APPOINTMENTS 
Editor-in-Chief, Environmental Politics, 2020-present. 
Editor, Environmental Politics, 2016-2020. 
Editorial Board, Journal of Politics, 2015-2018.  
Associate Editor, Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, 2013-2016. 

FELLOWSHIPS AND VISITORSHIPS (Externally Funded) 
Senior Fellow, Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies, Potsdam, Germany, January-June 2022. 
Visiting Scholar, Leverhulme Programme in Climate Justice, University of Reading, UK, May-June 2018. 
Carson Fellow, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität and 

the Deutsches Museum, Munich, Germany, AY 2012-2013.  
Harrison McCain Foundation Visiting Professor, Department of Politics, Acadia University, Nova Scotia, 

Canada, October 2012.   
Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, AY 2004-2005.  

BOOKS (Single Author) 
Engaging the Everyday: Environmental Social Criticism and the Resonance Dilemma. The MIT Press, 2015. 

“Clay Morgan Award for Best Book in Environmental Political Theory,” inaugural recipient, 2018. 
Reviewed in: Choice, Contemporary Political Theory, Contemporary Sociology, Environmental Values, 
New Political Science, and Perspectives on Politics (Critical Dialogue). 

Political Nature: Environmentalism and the Interpretation of Western Thought. The MIT Press, 2001.  
“Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2002” and a “Great Work in Environmental Political 
Thought,” WPSA, 2012.  Reviewed in: Alternatives, American Political Science Review, Australian 
Journal of Political Science, Contemporary Political Theory, The Ecologist, Electronic Green Journal, 
Environment, Environmental History, Environmental Politics, Global Environmental Politics, Journal of 
Applied Philosophy, Journal of Politics, Journal of Political Ecology, Organization and Environment, 

Department of Politics +1 707.826.4497 
 California Polytechnic State University, Humboldt  john.meyer@humboldt.edu 
 One Harpst Street sites.humboldt.edu/johnmeyer 

Arcata, California 95521 USA ORCID iD: 0000-0003-3565-7435 
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https://www.reading.ac.uk/climate-justice/
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
http://polisci.acadiau.ca/
http://www.sss.ias.edu/
http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/engaging-everyday
https://mitpress.mit.edu/blog/winner-first-annual-clay-morgan-award-best-book-environmental-political-theory
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/political-nature
mailto:john.meyer@humboldt.edu
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3565-7435


 

 

John M. Meyer, Curriculum Vitae, page 2 of 12  
 

 

Political Science, Philosophy and Geography, Philosophy in Review. 

BOOKS (Edited) 
Trajectories in Environmental Politics. With Graeme Hayes, Sikina Jinnah, Prakash Kashwan, David M. 

Konisky, Sherilyn MacGregor, and Anthony R. Zito. Routledge, forthcoming 2022. 
The Greening of Everyday Life: Challenging Practices, Imagining Possibilities. With Jens M. Kersten. 

Oxford University Press, 2016.  
 Lead editor and chapter author. Co-authored introductory chapter. Chapter authors from 

anthropology, communication, cultural studies, history, law, philosophy, political science and 
political theory, public health, sociology, and urban studies. Reviewed in: Environmental Values. 

Oxford Handbook of Environmental Political Theory.  With Teena Gabrielson, Cheryl Hall, and David 
Schlosberg.  Oxford University Press, 2016. Paperback edition, 2019. 
Editorial team commissioned internationally prominent authors, edited 41 chapters, and co-authored 
the introduction.  The first standard reference and an exploration of future directions for the field. 
Reviewed in: Environmental Values, LSE Review of Books, Political Studies Review. 

The Environmental Politics of Sacrifice.  With Michael Maniates. The MIT Press, 2010. 
Lead chapter author.  Co-authored introductory and concluding chapters; section introductions.  
Interdisciplinary contributions from political theory, environmental studies, international relations, 
communications, religious studies.  Reviewed in: Choice, Canadian Journal of Political Science, 
Environmental Ethics, Environmental Politics, Global Environmental Politics, Organization and 
Environment, Perspectives on Politics, Hot Topic, Worldwatch Institute: Transforming Cultures. 

American Indians and U.S. Politics. Foreword by David Wilkins. Praeger, 2002.  
Editor. Wrote general and section introductions, selected contributions, and organized material. 
Reviewed in Choice. 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 
“Climate Politics, Populism, and the Challenge of Pluralism,” revise and resubmit for international journal 

in political theory.  
“Populist Politicization and Climate Change Action: Beyond Anti-Populism,” co-authored paper to be 

submitted to political science journal. 
“Experimentalism, Vanguardism, or What? Strategies for Transformative Change and Sustainability,” 

paper to be submitted to journal as part of a special issue. 
Book project on challenges and opportunities of populism for climate politics and justice.  

JOURNAL ARTICLES  
“Trajectories in Environmental Politics: Introduction,” with Graeme Hayes, Sikina Jinnah, Prakash 

Kashwan, David M. Konisky, Sherilyn MacGregor, and Anthony R. Zito. Environmental Politics, Vol. 
30, No. 1-2, February 2021.   

“Continuities and Changes; Voices and Silences: A Critical Analysis of the First Three Decades of 
Scholarship in Environmental Politics,” with Joice Chang. Environmental Politics, Vol. 30, No. 1-2, 
February 2021.  

“The Politics of the ‘Post-Political’: Contesting the Diagnosis.” Democratization, Vol. 27, No. 3, April 2020.  

https://www.routledge.com/Trajectories-in-Environmental-Politics/Hayes-Jinnah-Kashwan-Konisky-Macgregor-Meyer-Zito/p/book/9781032100357
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-greening-of-everyday-life-9780198758662?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-environmental-political-theory-9780199685271?q=oxford%20handbook%20of%20environmental%20political%20theory&lang=en&cc=us
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/environmental-politics-sacrifice
http://www.abc-clio.com/product.aspx?isbn=9780275972783
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2021.1882721
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2020.1848157
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2020.1848157
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2019.1676737
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“We Have Never Been Liberal: The Environmentalist Turn to Liberalism and the Possibilities for Social 
Criticism.” Environmental Politics, Vol. 20, No. 3, May 2011. 

“The Concept of Private Property and the Limits of the Environmental Imagination.” Political Theory, 
Vol. 37, No. 1, February 2009. 

 “Populism, Paternalism, and the State of Environmentalism in the U.S.” Environmental Politics, Vol. 17, 
No. 2, April 2008.  

 [Reprinted in: David Schlosberg and Elizabeth Bomberg, eds., Environmentalism in the United States: 
Changing Patterns of Activism and Advocacy.  Routledge, 2008.] 

“Nature, Property, and Democracy in the Debate over Genetically Modified Organisms.”  Occasional 
Papers, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, January 2006.   

 “Rights to Life? On Nature, Property and Biotechnology.” Journal of Political Philosophy, Vol. 8, No. 2, 
June 2000.   

 [Reprinted in: Susan J. Armstrong and Richard G. Botzler, eds., Environmental Ethics: Divergence and 
Convergence, third edition. McGraw-Hill, 2003.]  

“Interpreting Nature and Politics in the History of Western Thought: The Environmentalist Challenge.”  
Environmental Politics, Vol. 8, No. 2, Summer 1999.  

“Property, Environmentalism, and the Lockean Myth in America: The Challenge of Regulatory Takings.”  
Special Issue: “Humans and the Environment,” Proteus: A Journal of Ideas, Vol. 15, No.2, Fall 1998. 

“Gifford Pinchot, John Muir, and the Boundaries of Politics in American Thought.” Polity, Vol. 30, No. 2, 
Winter 1997. 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
“Engaging the Everyday: Sustainability as Resonance,” in Routledge Handbook of Global Sustainability 

Governance, edited by Doris Fuchs, Anders Hayden, and Agni Kalfagianni, Routledge 2019. 
“Vocations of (Environmental) Political Theory in the Anthropocene,” in Rethinking the Environment for 

the Anthropocene, edited by Manuel Arias-Maldonado and Zev Trachtenberg, Routledge, 2019. 
“Environmental Political Theory,” in The Companion to Environmental Studies, edited by Noel Castree, 

Mike Hulme, and James Proctor, Routledge, 2018.  
“Environmentalism and Everyday Life.” With Jens M. Kersten. In The Greening of Everyday Life: 

Challenging Practices, Imagining Possibilities, edited by John M. Meyer and Jens M. Kersten. Oxford 
University Press, 2016. 

“Automobility and Freedom.” In The Greening of Everyday Life: Challenging Practices, Imagining 
Possibilities, edited by John M. Meyer and Jens M. Kersten. Oxford University Press, 2016. 

 “Denialism versus the Resonance Dilemma in the U.S.” In America After Nature: Democracy, Culture, 
Environment, edited by Catrin Gersdorf and Juliane Braun. Universitätsverlag Winter, 2016. 

 “Sacrifice and the Possibilities for Environmental Action.” In Oxford Handbook of Environmental Ethics, 
edited by Stephen Gardiner and Allen Thompson, Oxford University Press, 2016. 

 “Introducing Environmental Political Theory.” With Teena Gabrielson, Cheryl Hall, and David 
Schlosberg. In Oxford Handbook of Environmental Political Theory, edited by Teena Gabrielson, 
Cheryl Hall, John M. Meyer, and David Schlosberg. Oxford University Press, 2016. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09644016.2011.573357
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09644016.2011.573357
http://ptx.sagepub.com/content/37/1/99.abstract?rss=1
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09644010801936149
https://www.routledge.com/Environmentalism-in-the-United-States-Changing-Patterns-of-Activism-and/Bomberg-Schlosberg/p/book/9780415483940
https://www.routledge.com/Environmentalism-in-the-United-States-Changing-Patterns-of-Activism-and/Bomberg-Schlosberg/p/book/9780415483940
https://www.sss.ias.edu/files/papers/paper23.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-9760.00097/pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09644019908414459
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3235219
https://www.winter-verlag.de/en/detail/978-3-8253-7597-3/Gersdorf_Braun_Eds_America_After_Nature_PDF/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-environmental-ethics-9780199941339?cc=us&lang=en&
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 “Hobbes: Relating Nature and Politics.” In Engaging Nature: Environmentalism and the Political Theory 
Canon, edited by Peter Cannavò and Joseph H. Lane. The MIT Press, 2014. 

“A Democratic Politics of Sacrifice?” In The Environmental Politics of Sacrifice, edited by Michael 
Maniates and John M. Meyer.  The MIT Press, 2010. 

“Must We Sacrifice?  Confronting the Politics of Sacrifice in an Ecologically Full World.” With Michael 
Maniates.  In The Environmental Politics of Sacrifice, edited by Michael Maniates and John M. Meyer.  
The MIT Press, 2010. 

“Sacrifice and a New Environmental Politics.”  With Michael Maniates. In The Environmental Politics of 
Sacrifice, edited by Michael Maniates and John M. Meyer.  The MIT Press, 2010. 

“Beyond ‘Postmaterialism’: Building a foundation for popular environmental action.” Written for Post-
Environmentalism, edited by William Chaloupka, Jim Proctor, and Jay Odenbaugh.    

 “Political Theory and the Environment.” In Oxford Handbook of Political Theory, edited by John Dryzek, 
Bonnie Honig, and Anne Phillips. Oxford University Press, 2006. 

“Global Liberalism, Environmentalism, and the Changing Boundaries of the Political: Karl Polanyi’s 
Insights.” In Environmental Values in a Globalizing World: Nature, Justice, and Governance, edited by 
Jouni Paavola and Ian Lowe. Routledge, 2005.  

ESSAYS 
“The Anthropocene Idea: Janus-Faced and Interdisciplinary.” Blog post in Inhabiting the Anthropocene, 

August 2016. inhabitingtheanthropocene.com/2016/08/10/the-anthropocene-idea-janus-faced-and-
interdisciplinary/.  

 “Politics in – but not of – the Anthropocene.” In “Whose Anthropocene? Revisiting Dipesh Chakrabarty’s 
Four Theses,” Transformations in Environment and Society: Perspectives from the RCC, the journal of 
the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, edited by Robert Emmett and Thomas 
Lekan, No. 2, 2016. 

“Less is More.” In “Minding the Gap: Working across Disciplines in Environmental Studies,” RCC 
Perspectives, the journal of the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, edited by Robert 
Emmett and Frank Zelko, No. 2, 2014.  

“Sacrifice and a New Politics of Sustainability.” In State of the World 2012: Moving Toward Sustainable 
Prosperity, edited by Erik Assadourian, Worldwatch Institute, Island Press 2012. 

“Rethinking Personal Sacrifice.”  The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, November/December 2008. 
“Another Inconvenient Truth.”  Dissent, Fall 2006.   
“The Afterlife of Environmentalism.” In “Special Report: Toward a Greener Politics,” The American 

Prospect, Vol. 16, No. 10, October 2005.  
“Does Environmentalism Have a Future?” Dissent, Spring 2005. 

REVIEW ESSAYS; COMMENTARIES; ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES 
“Critical Dialogue” on Consensus and Global Environmental Governance by Walter F. Baber and Robert V. 

Bartlett and Engaging the Everyday by John M. Meyer. Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 14, No. 1, March 
2016. (Paired book reviews, along with responses, by Frank Baber and Robert Bartlett and me). 

“Hypocrisy, NIMBY, and the Politics of Everybody’s Backyard,” Ethics, Place, and the Environment, Vol. 13, 
No. 3, Fall 2010. (Peer commentary). 

http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/engaging-nature
http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/engaging-nature
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-political-theory-9780199548439?q=Oxford%20Handbook%20of%20political%20theory&lang=en&cc=us
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415343626/
https://inhabitingtheanthropocene.com/2016/08/10/the-anthropocene-idea-janus-faced-and-interdisciplinary/
https://inhabitingtheanthropocene.com/2016/08/10/the-anthropocene-idea-janus-faced-and-interdisciplinary/
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/perspectives/2016/2/whose-anthropocene-revisiting-dipesh-chakrabartys-four-theses
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/perspectives/2016/2/whose-anthropocene-revisiting-dipesh-chakrabartys-four-theses
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/perspectives/2014/2/minding-gap-working-across-disciplines-environmental-studies
http://www.worldwatch.org/stateoftheworld2012
http://www.worldwatch.org/stateoftheworld2012
http://bos.sagepub.com/content/64/5/12.abstract
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/another-inconvenient-truth
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_afterlife_of_environmentalism
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/does-environmentalism-have-a-future
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1537592715003394
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/ftinterface%7Edb=all%7Econtent=a931197025%7Efulltext=713240930
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“Environmental Political Theory,” core article (~3000 words) in The Encyclopedia of Political Science, ed. 
George Thomas Kurian, et.al., CQ Press, 2010.   

“Anarchism,” interpretive essay (~1000 words) in The Encyclopedia of Political Science, ed. George Thomas 
Kurian, et.al.,  CQ Press, 2010.   

“Whose Nature?”  Theory & Event, Vol. 8, No. 3, 2005. (Review essay of books examining the relationship 
between nature, culture, indigeneity, and race). 

“Green Liberalism and Beyond.” Organization and Environment, Vol. 18, No. 1, March 2005.  (Review essay 
of books analyzing the relationship of liberalism, environmentalism, and citizenship).   

“Review Essay on Dobson and Luke.” Political Theory, Vol. 29, No. 2, April 2001. (First review essay on 
environmental political thought to be published in a major disciplinary journal). 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Visionary Pragmatism: Radical and Ecological Democracy in Neoliberal Times by Romand Coles, in 

Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 16, No. 1, March 2018. 
Sustainability by Leslie Paul Thiele, in Environmental Values, Vol. 23, No. 3, June 2014.   
The Landscape of Reform: Civic Pragmatism and Environmental Thought in America by Ben A. Minteer, in 

Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 5, No. 2, June 2007.   
Constitutional Environmental Rights by Tim Hayward, in Organization and Environment, Vol. 19, No. 4, 

December 2006. 
Native Waters: Contemporary Indian Water Settlements and the Second Treaty Era by Daniel McCool, in 

the Journal of Politics, Vol. 66, No. 3, August 2004. 
A Companion to Environmental Thought by Peter Hay, in Organization and Environment, Vol. 16, No. 1, 

March 2003. 
The Promise of Green Politics: Environmentalism and the Public Sphere by Douglas Torgerson, in American 

Political Science Review, Vol. 94, No. 1, March 2000. 
Requiem for Modern Politics: The Tragedy of the Enlightenment and the Challenge of the New Millennium 

by William Ophuls, in Political Science, Vol. 51, No. 1, July 1999. 
Machiavelli, Leonardo and the Science of Power by Roger D. Masters, in the Journal of Politics, Vol. 60, No. 

1, February 1998. 
Environmental Politics and Institutional Change by Elim Papadakis, in Political Science, Vol. 49, No. 2, 

December 1997. 
The Third World in Global Environmental Politics by Marian A.L. Miller, in AntePodium: An Antipodean 

electronic journal of world affairs, February 1997.  

KEYNOTES AND OTHER INVITED TALKS  
“Experimentalism, Vanguardism, or What? Strategies for Systemic Change and Sustainability.” Keynote 

Speaker, International Research Workshop: “Can We Experiment Ourselves Out of the Crisis?” 
Institute for Social Change and Sustainability, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Vienna, 
Austria, November 2021. 

http://sk.sagepub.com/reference/the-encyclopedia-of-political-science
http://sk.sagepub.com/reference/the-encyclopedia-of-political-science
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/tae/v008/8.3meyer.html
http://oae.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/18/1/116
http://ptx.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/29/2/276


 

 

John M. Meyer, Curriculum Vitae, page 6 of 12  
 

 

“An Environmental Politics of the Everyday: Material Participation and Populist Resonances.” Keynote 
Speaker, workshop on “Material Grassroots Politics, Doing Citizenship and the Political,” University 
of Siegen, Germany, July 2019.  

 “The Politics of ‘Post-Politics’ in the Anthropocene.” Plenary Speaker, International Research Workshop 
on Political Participation Beyond the Post-democratic Turn, Institute for Social Change and 
Sustainability, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Vienna, Austria, September 2017.  

“Climate Change, Environmentalism, and the Resonance Dilemma.” Robert and Mary Neher Global 
Sustainability Lecture, University of La Verne, California, April 2017. 

“Environmentalism, New Materialism, and the Resonance Dilemma.” Talk sponsored by Genre: Forms of 
Discourse and Culture, and the University of Oklahoma Department of English, April 2015. 

“Engaging the Everyday: The Challenge for Environmentalism and Political Theory.” Political Theory 
Workshop and Interdisciplinary Forum for Environmental Research (joint event), University of 
California-San Diego, April 2015. 

“Environmentalism and the Resonance Dilemma.” Sustainable Futures Speaker Series, Humboldt State 
University, April 2015. 

“American Environmentalism and the Resonance Dilemma.” Keynote Address, conference on “America 
After Nature: Democracy – Culture – Environment.” German Association for American Studies, 
Würzburg, Germany, June 2014.  

“Connecting Sustainability with Everyday Concerns.” California Student Sustainability Coalition (CSSC) 
Convergence, Humboldt State University, November 2013. 

Guest Instructor. European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) Ph.D. Summer School on 
Environmental Politics and Policy. Keele University, UK, June 2013. 

“Environmentalism as Social Criticism.” Lunchtime Colloquium, Rachel Carson Center for Environment 
and Society, Munich, Germany, June 2013. 

“Liberalism, Materialism, and Environmental Criticism.” Colloquium, Institut für Politische Wissenschaft, 
Leibniz Universität, Hannover, Germany, May 2013. 

“Defining Sustainable Materialism: An Environmentalism of Everyday Life.” Sydney Ideas Roundtable, 
University of Sydney, Australia, November 2012. 

“Automobility and the Politics of Freedom.” Harrison McCain Foundation Lecture, and “Questions of 
Materiality and the Discourses of Environmentalism.” Graduate Colloquium, Acadia University, Nova 
Scotia, Canada, October 2012. 

“The Art of Problem-Driven Theorizing: Writing Dissertations that Engage with the World,” Ph.D. 
student workshop, and “Sacrifice and a New Environmental Politics,” panel discussion and book 
launch, School of International Service, American University, Washington D.C., September 2010. 
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“Climate Change and the Politics of Sacrifice.” Climate Change and Ethics Lecture Series, Ohio 
University, October 2008. 

“The Environmental Politics of Sacrifice.”  Building Sustainable Futures Lecture Series, Humboldt State 
University, April 2008. 

“The Politics of Sacrifice.” Invited panelist, co-organizer, and co-facilitator of workshop.  Allegheny 
College, September 2007. 

“Populism, Paternalism, and the Future of U.S. Environmentalism.” Environmental Ethics and Policy 
Lecture Series, University of Washington, Seattle, January 2007. 

“The Paradox of Property and Environmentalism.” Environmental Studies Department Seminar Series, 
University of California-Santa Cruz, January 2006. 

“The Death and Life of Progressive Politics.” Roundtable.  Co-sponsored by The American Prospect 
magazine, dropping knowledge, Nathan Cummings Foundation, Wallace Global Fund.  Allaire 
Studios, Woodstock, NY, September 2005. 

“Nature, Property and Democracy in the Debate over Genetically Modified Organisms,” public lecture, 
and “Does Environmentalism Have a Future?” seminar.  Southwestern University, April 2005. 

“Nature, Property, and Democracy in the Debate over Genetically Modified Organisms.”  Thursday 
Seminar, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, December 2004.  

 “How Do Property Rights Relate to Sovereignty? Conflicting American Indian and European-American 
Views.”  Institute on American Indian Civics, sponsored by W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Humboldt 
State University, June 1999. 

“Rights to Life? Nature, Property and Biotechnology.”  Selected via national competition. Trinity Center 
for Collaborative Teaching and Research, Trinity College, March 1999. 

“On Relating Nature and Politics: Environmentalism and Western Political Thought.” Humanities and 
Social Sciences Interdisciplinary Seminar, Victoria University of Wellington, September 1997. 

“Environmentalism and the Boundaries of Politics.”  Center for Urban Affairs and Policy Research, 
Northwestern University, October 1995. 

INVITED WORKSHOPS (Funded) 
Colby Summer Institute in Environmental Humanities. Sponsored by Colby College, Waterville, Maine, 

August 2021. 
Organizer and presenter, “Envisioning Everyday Environmentalism and Climate Populism.” Workshop 

sponsored by the University of Reading Centre for Climate and Justice, June 2018.  
“After Nature: Politics and Practice in Dipesh Chakrabarty’s Four Theses of Climate History.” Workshop 

with Professor Dipesh Chakrabarty, University of South Carolina, February 2015. 
Co-organizer and presenter, “The Greening of Everyday Life: Reimagining Environmentalism in 

Postindustrial Societies.” Workshop sponsored by the Rachel Carson Center for Environment and 
Society, Munich, June 2014. 

“Studying the Environment – Working Across Disciplines.” Workshop sponsored by the Rachel Carson 
Center for Environment and Society, Vollmar Akademie, Kochelsee, Germany, July 2013. 

“Flows of Food, Water, and Energy: Sustainable Materialism in Practice.” Symposium sponsored by the 
Sydney Network on Climate Change and Society at University of Sydney, November 2012. 

https://research.reading.ac.uk/centre-for-climate-and-justice/upcoming-events/
http://artsandsciences.sc.edu/hist/hc/after-nature-workshop
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/events_conf_seminars/event_history/2014-events/2014_conf_ws_sem/greening_conference_june/index.html


 

 

John M. Meyer, Curriculum Vitae, page 8 of 12  
 

 

“Exploring Breakthroughs in Entrepreneurship and Public Policy.” Conference Series in Public Policy, 
Risk Analysis, and the Law, Foundation for Research on Economics and the Environment and 
Montana State University, Bozeman, June 2008. 

“Integrating Ethics into Environmental Studies: Ethics, Science, and Civic Responsibility.” Workshop co-
sponsored by Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs; Center for Humans and Nature; 
New York University.  New York, May 2004. 

CONFERENCES  
Presentations 
“Climate Politics, Populism, and the Meaning of Cosmopolitanism.” American Political Science 

Association, Online Presentation, September 2021. 
“Climate Politics, Populism, and the Role of Knowledge.” Western Political Science Association, Online 

Conference, April 2021. 
“Populism as Climate Politics’ Pharmakon: the challenge of pluralism, inclusion, and difference.” 

Association for Political Theory, Online Conference, November 2020 and WPSA Environmental 
Political Theory Virtual Community Workshop, October 2020.  

“What are the “politics” of environmental politics?” With Joice Chang. Workshop sponsored by 
Environmental Politics, reflecting on the international journal’s 3oth anniversary, Spetses, July 2019. 

“Climate Change, Politicization, and the Populist Challenge.” American Political Science Association, 
Boston, September 2018. 

“The Politics of ‘Post-Politics’ in the Anthropocene.” American Political Science Association, San 
Francisco, September 2017. 

“Vocations of (Environmental) Political Theory in the Anthropocene.” European Consortium for Political 
Research, Workshop on “Reframing Environmentalism? Environmental Political Theory in the 
Anthropocene,” Pisa, April 2016, and Western Political Science Association, San Diego, March 2016. 

Author presentation on Engaging the Everyday for panel on “New Books in Environmental Political 
Theory.” Western Political Science Association, Las Vegas, April 2015. 

“Materiality and the Challenge of Politicizing ‘Private’ Practices.” Association for Political Theory 
conference, Madison, Wisconsin, October 2014. 

“‘Sustainable’ Household Practices: Citizenship, Consumerism, or Both?” Western Political Science 
Association, Seattle, April 2014. 

“The Question of Materiality in Environmental Politics.” Atlantic Provinces Political Science Association, 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, September 2012. 

“Automobility and Freedom.” American Political Science Association, Seattle, September 2011. 
“Hobbes, Nature, and Environmental Political Thought,” with Justin Williams. Western Political Science 

Association, San Antonio, April 2011. 
“On the Possibilities for a Democratic Politics of Sacrifice.”  Association for Environmental Studies and 

Sciences, Portland, Oregon, June 2010. 
“Environmental Politics in a Time of Economic Crisis,” roundtable participant.  Environmental Political 

Theory workshop, San Francisco, March 2010. 
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“We Have Never Been Liberal: Possibilities for Effective Environmental Social Criticism.” American 
Political Science Association, Toronto, September 2009. 

“Popular environmentalism(s) and Materialist Concerns: Is there a Trade-Off?” Western Political Science 
Association, San Diego, March 2008. 

“Can Sacrifice be Democratic?  Reflections on an Environmentalist Dilemma.”  American Political Science 
Association, Chicago, August 2007. 

“Populism, Paternalism, and the State of Environmentalism in the U.S.” Western Political Science 
Association, Las Vegas, March 2007. 

“Pedagogical Strategies and Syllabus Construction for Teaching Environmental Political Theory.” 
Presenter and Facilitator, Environmental Political Theory Workshop, Las Vegas, March 2007. 

“Populism and Environmentalism.”  International Conference on Globalization, Environmental Ethics, 
and Environmental Justice, Michigan State University, August 2006. 

“Sacrifice, Hope, and the Future of Environmentalist Social Criticism.”  International Studies Association, 
San Diego, March 2006 and Western Political Science Association, Albuquerque, March 2006. 

“Theorizing American Environmentalism.” Roundtable. Western Political Science Association, 
Albuquerque, March 2006. 

 “The Paradox of Property Rights and Environmentalism: Rethinking the Lockean Myth.” Western 
Political Science Association, Oakland, March 2005. 

 “The Environmentalist Turn toward Liberalism and the Possibilities for Social Criticism.” Southern 
Political Science Association, New Orleans, January 2005. 

“What Is Environmental Political Theory (and what should it be)?” Western Political Science Association, 
Portland, March 2004. 

“Global Liberalism, Environmentalism, and the Changing Boundaries of the Political.” Workshop on 
“Reconceiving Environmental Values in a Globalising World,” Oxford Centre for Environment, Ethics 
& Society, Mansfield College, Oxford University, July 2002. 

Author presentation on Political Nature for panels on “New Books in Environmental Politics” American 
Political Science Association, Boston, September 2002 and Western Political Science Association, 
Long Beach, March 2002. 

“Connecting Theory and Practice in Environmental Conflict.”  2001 Environment: Land, Air, Water (E-
LAW) Conference, School of Law, University of Oregon, March 2001.   

“Grounding Political Theory: On Nature, Place, and the Foundations of Political Ideas.” American 
Political Science Association, Atlanta, September 1999. 

“Rights to Life?: Nature, Property and Biotechnology.” American Political Science Association, Boston, 
September 1998. 

“Dualism and Derivation:  Interpreting Nature and Politics in Western Thought.” International 
Conference on Environmental Justice: Global Ethics for the 21st Century, Melbourne, October 1997.  

“The Character and Scope of Ecological Politics.” Northeastern Political Science Association, Newark, 
November 1995. 
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“A Critical Examination of the Conceptual Relationship between Nature and Politics in Environmental 
Argument.” Society for Philosophy in the Contemporary World, Estes Park, Colorado, August 1995.  

“The Politics of Nature: Environmental Philosophy and the Evasion of Political Judgment.” Midwest 
Political Science Association, Chicago, April 1995. 

Discussant or Chair  
Panel Discussant, Western Political Science Association, 2001; 2002; 2006; 2009-2012, 2014-2017, 2019-

2020. 
Panel Chair, Western Political Science Association, 2000; 2004 – 2010, 2014-2017, 2019. 
Panel Discussant, American Political Science Association, 2001; 2006; 2017-2018. 
Paper Discussant, European Consortium for Political Research Joint Session Workshop, 2016. 
Panel Chair, Association for Political Theory, 2010.  
Panel Chair, Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences, 2010. 
Panel Chair, International Conference on Environmental Justice, Melbourne, October 1997.  

NON-ACADEMIC PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Executive Director, Ohio Public Interest Research Group, 1987 – 1990. 
Outreach Director, Colorado Public Interest Research Group, 1986 – 1987. 
Outreach Director, U.S. Public Interest Research Group, 1986. 
Campus Organizer, Colorado Public Interest Research Group, 1984 – 1986. 
Campaign Organizer, Vote Colorado! Ballot Initiative, 1984. 
Aide and Intern, Office of Alderman David Orr, Chicago, 1983. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

HONORS  
Engaging the Everyday honored as the inaugural “Clay Morgan Award for Best Book in Environmental 

Political Theory,” 2018. 
Political Nature one of three books honored as “Great Works in Environmental Political Thought,” 

Western Political Science Association, 2012. 
Student Organization Advisor of the Year Award (for CCAT), HSU, 2006.  
Political Nature recognized as an “Outstanding Academic Title for 2002” by Choice.  
President Alistair McCrone Promising Faculty Scholar Award (First Annual), HSU, 2002.  
Outstanding Faculty Award, Student Disability Resource Center, HSU, 2002. 
Honorable Mention, APSA Strauss Award for Best Doctoral Dissertation in Political Philosophy, 1998. 
Department of Political Science Award for Teaching Excellence, UW-Madison, 1993. 
“Distinguished Teaching Assistant,” UW-Madison, 1992.   

COURSES AND SEMINARS TAUGHT  

Contemporary Political Theory Democracy and Populism 
Democratic Theory Environmental Politics 
Environmental Political Theory Ethics and Values in Policymaking 
Introduction to Political Theory  Introductory Seminar in Political Science 
Liberalization and Resistance Nature and Politics in Western Thought 
Politics of Everyday Life Politics of Sustainability 
Radical Political Thought Property and Politics 
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REVIEWER 
Books Manuscripts and Proposals (#, if more than one):  Ashgate; Bloomsbury; Cambridge University 
Press; Duke University Press; MIT Press (12); Oxford University Press (6); Palgrave Macmillan (2); Polity 
Press (3); Routledge (5); Rowman and Littlefield; University of Minnesota Press; University of North 
Carolina Press; University of Toronto Press (2); University Press of Kentucky. 
Journals (*= multiple manuscripts):  American Political Science Review*; American Quarterly; 
Contemporary Political Theory*; Cultural Critique*; Environment and Planning A*; Environmental 
Philosophy; Environmental Politics*; Environmental Values; Ethics, Policy, and the Environment*; 
European Journal of Social Theory*; Global Environmental Politics*; Globalizations*; Human Ecology 
Review; Humboldt Journal of Social Relations; Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences*; Journal of 
Political Science; Journal of Politics*; Law and Social Inquiry; Perspectives on Politics*; Political Research 
Quarterly*; Political Theory*; Politics; Publius; Social Problems; Social Theory and Practice*; The 
Sociological Quarterly; Sustainability: An Open Access Journal. 
Awards, Grant Proposals, Tenure and Promotion Files: Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia; 
American Council of Learned Societies; Carleton College; Drexel University; Grawemeyer Award for Ideas 
Improving World Order; Hamilton College; Lehigh University; Ohio University; St. Joseph’s University; 
St. Lawrence University; UK Research and Innovation; University of Louisville; University of Minnesota-
Morris; University of Oklahoma. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Executive Council, Western Political Science Association, 2021-2024. 
Founder and Facilitator, Environmental Political Theory international listserv, 2001-present. 
Climate Action Committee, Western Political Science Association, 2019-2022. 
Organizer, Environmental Political Theory workshop, Los Angeles (moved online), April 2020. 
Committee Chair, “Clay Morgan Award for Best Book in Environmental Political Theory”2018-2019. 
Award Committee, “Outstanding Environmental Political Theory Paper,” WPSA, 2011; 2012. 
Executive Council, Western Political Science Association, 2006-2009. 
Organizer, Environmental Political Theory workshop, Albuquerque, March 2006. 
Section Chair, Western Political Science Association, 2004. 
Organizer, first Environmental Political Theory workshop, Long Beach, 2002.  
Co-founder, Workshop on Environmental Political Theory, 2001. 

SELECTED UNIVERSITY SERVICE, HUMBOLDT 
Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 2021-present. 
Steering Committee, Campus Center for Appropriate Technology (CCAT), 1999-present. 
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs Search Committee, 2020. 
Committee to Create a Sustainability Minor, 2019-2020. 
Chair, University Policies Committee, 2016-2017; elected member 2015-2019. 
Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Environmental Studies Program: 2018.  
Senator (Elected at-large faculty delegate), University Senate, 2013-2017. 
Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Department of Politics: 2003; 2004; 2016. 
Faculty Search Committee, Interdisciplinary Hire in Middle East Studies, 2014-2015. 
University Sustainability Steering Committee, 2011-2012.   
Chair, University Change Steering Committee, 2010-2012.   
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Humboldt Energy Independence Fund (HEIF) Committee, 2007-2012. 
Convener, Committee to Create a New Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies Major, 2007-2011. 
University Cabinet for Institutional Change, 2009-2010.    
Faculty Advisor, Campus Center for Appropriate Technology (CCAT), 2000-2009.  
Chair, Dean Search Committee, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 2005-2006. 
University Strategic Planning Groups on Research and on Graduate Education, 2003-2004. 
Ad Hoc Committee on the General Faculty Constitution and Academic Senate Bylaws, 2002-2004. 
Founder and Co-organizer, “Sustainable Futures” Speaker Series, 2001. 
University Graduate Council, 2000-2004.  
Strategic Planning Task Force for Graduate Education, 2001. 
Planning Committee, Social Science Graduate Program, 1998. 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
Environmental Political Theory Annual Workshop (co-founder)  
American Political Science Association 
Association for Environmental Studies and Sciences 
Association of Members of the Institute for Advanced Study  
Association for Political Theory   
Rachel Carson Center Society of Fellows 
Western Political Science Association  

REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
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